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ABSTRACT

Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) 1996 Panel Wave 5
Core Microdata File, [machine-readable data file] / conducted by the U.S.
Bureau of the Census. -Washington: The Bureau [producer and
distributor], 2000.

Type of File
Microdata; unit of observation is an individual.
Universe Description

The universe is the resident population of the United States, excluding persons living in institutions and military
barracks.

Subject-Matter Description

The file contains basic demographic and social characteristics data for each member of the household. These
include age, sex, race (White; Black; American Indian, Aleut, and Eskimo; Asian or Pacific Islander), ethnic
origin (34 categories including 9 Spanish origin categories), marital status, household relationship, education,
and veteran status. Limited data are provided on housing unit characteristics such as units in structure, tenure,
and access. Core questions, which are repeated at each interview, cover labor force activity, types and
amounts of income, and participation in various cash and noncash benefit programs for each month of the four-
month reference period. Data for employed persons include number of hours and weeks worked, earnings,
and weeks without a job. Nonworkers are classified as unemployed or not in the labor force. In addition to
income data associated with labor force activity, data include nearly 50 other types of income. Core data also
cover post secondary school attendance, public or subsidized rental housing, low-income energy assistance,
and school breakfast and lunch participation.

The sample in each wave consists of 4 rotation groups, each interviewed in a different month. For Wave 5,
the interview months are from August 1997 to November 1997. For each group, the reference period for
reporting labor force activity and income is the four calendar months preceding the interview month.

SIPP is a longitudinal survey where each sampled household and each descendent household is reinterviewed
at 4-month intervals for 12 interviews or "waves." This file contains the results of the fifth interview. Unique
codes are included on each record to allow linking together the same persons from the preceding and
subsequent waves.

Geographic Coverage

United States. Codes are included for 45 individual States and the District of Columbia, although the sample
was not designed to produce State estimates. Areas in the SIPP sample in the other States are identified

in groups for confidentiality reasons. The file identifies a subsample of metropolitan residents, along with
codes for selected metropolitan statistical areas (MSA's), consolidated metropolitan statistical areas (CMSA's)
and primary metropolitan statistical areas (PMSA’s).
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Technical Description

File Structure: Rectangular. Each logical record for a sampled person includes information on the household
and family of which the person was a part during each month of the reference period, as well as

characteristics of the person and each source of income received during the period. Beginning in 1990 the unit
observation changed from one record for each person to one record for each person for each month in
sample.

File Size: 330,716 logical records; 2,144 characters per record

File Sort Sequence of Sample Units: Sampling unit sequence number, by entry address ID, by person
number within sampling unit and reference month.

Reference Materials

Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) 1996 Panel, Wave 5 Core Microdata Files
Technical Documentation. The documentation includes this abstract, the data dictionary, an index to the data
dictionary, relevant code lists, questionnaire facsimiles, and general information on SIPP.

Survey of Income and Program Participation Users' Guide. The Users' Guide contains a general

overview of the file as well as chapters on survey design and content, structure and use of cross-sectional

files, linking waves and reliability of the data. Copies are available from Customer Services Center, Marketing
Services Office, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233.

Related Printed Reports

Related printed reports include working papers, compilations of papers presented at annual meetings of the
American Statistical Association, articles appearing in the Journal of Economic and Social Measurement,
and reports in the P-70 series of the Current Population Reports.

Related Machine-Readable Data Files

SIPP files from all Waves of the 1984 through 1993 Panels, and 1996 Panel, Waves 1-5 are available from
Customer Services Center, Marketing Services Office, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Some
files (1990 - 1993) may be downloaded in ASCII from the Data Extraction System (DES) SURVEY-ON-
CALL at http://www.census.gov/DES/www/welcome.html Files (1996 forward) may be downloaded from

the Federal Electronic Research and Review Extraction Tool (FERRET) at
http://www.ferret.bls.census.gov/cgi-bin/ferret

File Availability

Files are available on computer tape at 6250 bpi, ASCII or EBCDIC, and standard ANSI labeling on CD-R
(compact disc-readable). The file also may be made available on IBM 3480 compatible tape cartridge. A
machine-readable data dictionary is provided at the end of each file. This dictionary may be purchased
separately. Pricing information is available from Customer Services (301) 457-4100 (order form attached).
This file also may be downloaded from the Federal Electronic Research and Review Extraction Tool
(FERRET) at http://'www.ferret.bls.census.gov/cgi-bin/ferret
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U.S. Census Bureau

Census Bureau Order Form

Use this form to order CD-ROM's, tape-to-CD-ROM, customer products, technical documentation,
computer tapes and cartridges, diskettes, and publications sold by Customer Services.

Chargeyour order: It'seasy! MasterCard - VISA
To fax your order: 888-249-7295
Phone orders and special handling: 301-457-4100

Please Typeor Print. Prices include regular domestic postage and handling. International customers, please add 33%.

Product

Code Price each

Title/series Total price

Total for productslisted ‘

Computer Tape Instructions

All tape files are on 6250 bpi reels, have standard ANSI labeling, and are blocked at 32K bytes. Also, they are available on IBM model
3480-compatible tape cartridges. Please specify your choice of:

__ Tapereel or  Tape Cartridge ___ EBCDIC or  ASCIH

Please Typeor Print.

(Company or personal name)

(Additional address/ attention line)

(Street address)

(City, Sate, and ZIP Code)

(Daytime phone, including area code, and date)
Please Choose M ethod of Payment:

[ ] Check payable to Commerce-Census
[ ] Census deposit account: [ 9 ]
[ ] VISA or [ ] Master Card account: - - -

Expirationdate -

(Name on card)

(Sgnature)



FILE INFORMATION

Person Month File

The use of the SIPP public use data over the past four years has taught us a number of lessons.

Foremost in those lessons is that the relational file structure is too complex for nearly all users. A close
second is that the rectangular file, developed to simplify the relational file, is still too complicated for most
users. We have also learned a number of ways to aid users in getting through the complexity of the
rectangular file and have distributed those wherever possible. But the root of this lesson is that a public
use file that is simpler than the current rectangular file is needed.

This solution does not provide a simpler file structure. In fact the person-month file structure is more
complex than the rectangular person level file. What this solution provides is simplification and
consistency to the content of the SIPP files. That simplification is achieved by coding everything to the
monthly level.

The most confusing aspect of the SIPP data for most users is time. Data in SIPP are collected for
particular weeks, all weeks, months, two or more months, and all months in the reference period.
Disaggregating data collected for several months and aggregating data collected below the monthly level
provide a variety of sources of confusion and error. The person-month structure puts all data at the
month level with the appropriate aggregation or disaggregation.

The person-month structure is a natural unit because the basic building block of SIPP data is the month.
All income, with the exception of a few asset income amounts, are collected at the monthly level and all
household and family relationships are defined on a month-by-month basis. In collecting the data we have
chosen to identify all changes except labor force changes as occurring between months. Data on labor
force participation is given at both the weekly and monthly level. Changes in age and marital status occur
from month-to-month. Income is recorded and recoded in monthly amounts. Data on participation in
means-tested transfer programs is recorded on a monthly basis. You are considered a participant for a
month, not on a week-by-week basis.

When analysts look at the SIPP data they see a large array of monthly and non-monthly data. Their
problem then is to disaggregate the non-monthly data down to the month. In some cases this has been
done for them. Households and families and their characteristics are defined on a monthly basis. But for
most analysis there is considerable information that is carried only once per interview, or once for every
four months, that must be disaggregated to the months. The person-month structure solves this problem by
carrying all data at the monthly level. This requires a simple and straight forward assumption that the
non-monthly data collected in the interview is the best proxy for the months covered by that interview.

A second source of confusion in the SIPP data is the volume of data combined with the presence of
duplicated data. When the SIPP data were first released the Census Bureau chose to include all data,
both collected and recoded, on the public use files. For those with experience with the survey, this was a
valuable service. Edit routines could be checked by comparing the edited and unedited variables.
Recodes could be checked by looking at the source codes used to develop these recodes. Universes
could be determined by following through the skip patterns in the survey.

For most users this abundance of data results in confusion. It is difficult to understand why there are
eight variables labeled sex in the file or why there are several variables that identify whether or not the
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SIPP 1996 WAVE 5 CORE

person is a parent or guardian. Most users are expecting only one variable for each concept, not two or
more.

Goals of the Redesign

This redesign effort is aimed at solving the problems of time and duplication on the SIPP public use data
files. Time is simplified by carrying all variables on the monthly records. Data duplication is simplified by
eliminating most if not all of the variables carried more than once per month. The third goal of this
redesign is to reduce the total number of variables necessary and to impose a simple logical structure to

the record layout. This paper will describe the record layout for a single month of data.

In order to eliminate duplicate data, the general principle followed here is to eliminate all unedited
variables that also exist in edited form. All source codes that are carried in recoded or edited fields are
also eliminated.

In order to reduce the number of variables on SIPP files, several variables have been eliminated. All
check items have been eliminated. They carry information that is from other parts of the questionnaire or
control card and are not edited. Creating person-month records also reduces the number of variables by a
factor of four. A single record layout describes all of the variables available for a single month. That
record is then repeated for each month.

Defining the Monthly Record

There are certain structural elements of the current record layout that are useful to maintain in the
person-month record. Household and family characteristics and aggregates are difficult to create
regardless of how the file is structured, and there is little reason for each user to independently derive
these aggregates. Thus the beginning of each monthly record shows the household, family, and subfamily
characteristics created by the Census Bureau. Following those are person characteristics.

There are three basic kinds of person characteristics collected in the SIPP data: 1) demographic
characteristics such as age, marital status, and education; 2) labor force and recipiency characteristics
collected in section 1 of the questionnaire; and 3) job and income characteristics collected in sections 2
and 3 of the questionnaire.

The first set of person characteristics at the monthly level are the standard age, sex, race, and education
variables. In addition, this section shows critical status characteristics like interview status and reason for
exit are carried. The demographic characteristics are followed by a series of labor force participation
items which describe the weekly labor force data that go into the monthly employment status recode
(RMESR). The RMESR variable defines monthly labor force participation in eight categories. Weekly
labor force data are recoded into a similar employment status variable. This section also carries a set of
income recodes for total income, earnings, property income, means-tested cash transfers, and other
income.

Data on jobs held follow the labor force participation data, and some editing is needed to adequately
present these data. Currently SIPP carries space for two wage and salary jobs and two self-employment
jobs for each individual. This is done because it is possible for a person to have more than one job during
the four month period. For example, anyone who changes employer during the reference period is
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considered to have two jobs during the four months. It is also possible for a person to hold two jobs
simultaneously (dual job holders). The difficulty that arises from this is that there is no simple way to
distinguish job 1 from job 2. For some respondents it represents a change in employer and job 1 covers
the first two months of the reference period and job 2 the last two months. For others, both jobs are held
simultaneously. For still others, the two jobs are held simultaneously for a brief period of transition from
one to the other. Each interviewer is instructed about which job to list as job 1 and job 2; however, no edit
is performed to make sure those rules are followed. In addition, the instructions give the interviewer a
choice of listing first the job lasting the longest or the job earning the most money.

These same situations can occur in any given month, although the chances for confusion are somewhat
less. In this file, data for job 1 and job 2 will be presented for dual job holders. In all other cases the job
for which the person earned the most money during the 4 month period will be listed as job 1 and job 2 will
be the job for which the person earned the second largest amount of money during the monthly periods.
There will also be a new recode created indicating whether this person has job information for 0, 1, or 2
jobs this month. This same procedure will be used for persons with more than one reported self-
employment job in a given month. Earnings for each job are presented separately.

Data on each of the 39 sources of other income collected in SIPP follow the data on self-employment.
This section contains a single field for each income source, and imputation flags that show that an amount
was imputed.

The last section of the monthly record contains information on asset income. Asset income is collected as
a single amount for the four month period, and in most cases for a set of income sources. Asset income
also is collected for both joint and individual recipiency. For example, a single amount is collected for
individual interest income received during the four month reference period. That amount includes interest
from regular savings accounts (ISS100), money market deposit accounts (ISS101), certificates of deposit
(ISS102), and interest from NOW or super NOW accounts (ISS103). A second amount is recorded for
one member of the household on interest from those sources where the account was owned jointly with
another adult member of the household.

The asset income section contains a monthly value for each of the amounts collected in the questionnaire.
The reference period amount is divided by four to get the monthly amount. In addition, joint income is
split evenly between husband and wife. This section also carries an indicator for each source of income.
If an individual has interest from both a regular savings account and a NOW account, both will be
indicated. Of course, there is no way to allocate the income to these sources separately since separate
information was not collected to begin with.

Geographic Coverage

State codes are shown except for nine States which are identified in three groups. A subsample of
metropolitan residents is identified along with codes for selected metropolitan statistical areas (MSA's)
and consolidated metropolitan statistical areas (CMSA's). The sample was not designed to produce
State or MSA/CMSA level estimates. State codes are primarily useful in relating a respondent's
recipiency of benefits to thresholds which may vary from State to State. MSA/CMSA codes may be used
in relating respondent characteristics with contextual variables.

2-3



SIPP 1996 WAVE 5 CORE

Identification Number System

The SIPP identification scheme is designed to uniquely identify individuals in each wave, provide a means
of linking the same individuals over time, and group individuals into households and families over time.

The various components of the identification scheme are listed below:

Sample Unit Identification Number
Address ID

Entry Address ID

Person Number

The sample unit identification number was created by scrambling together the PSU, segment, and serial
numbers used for Census Bureau administrative purposes. This identifier is constructed the same way on
each wave regardless of moves, to enable matching from wave to wave.

The two-digit address ID code identifies each household associated with the same sample unit
identification number. The first digit of the address ID code indicates the wave in which that address was
first assigned for interview. The second digit sequentially numbers multiple households that have the same
serial number. The address ID code is 11 for all sample addresses in Wave 1. As SIPP sample persons
move to new addresses, new address ID codes are assigned. Any new address to which sample unit
members moved during Wave 4 is numbered in the 40's.

The person ID is a five-digit number consisting of the two-digit entry address ID and a three-digit person
number. Person numbers 101, 102, etc., are assigned in Wave 1; 201, 202, etc., are assigned to persons
added to the roster in Wave 2, and so forth. This five-digit number is not changed or updated, regardless
of moves.

The sampling unit serial number and address ID code uniquely identifies each household in any given
wave. The sampling unit serial number can link all households in subsequent waves back to the original
Wave 1 household.

Topcoding of Income Variables

To protect against the possibility that a user might recognize the identity of a SIPP respondent with very
high income, income from every source is "topcoded" so that no individual income amounts above
$150,000 are revealed. While the data dictionary indicates a topcode of 50,000 for monthly income, this
topcode will rarely be used. In most cases the monthly income is shown as an individual dollar amount of
$12,500, with $12,500 actually representing "$12,500 or more." (the $150,000 annual income topcode is
$12,500 multiplied by 12 months). Individual monthly amounts above $12,500 may occasionally be shown
if the respondent's income varied considerably from month to month, as long as the average does not
exceed $12,500. For example, if a respondents’ income from a single job were concentrated in only one of
the four reference months, a figure as high as $50,000 could be shown. (Income from interest or property
have lower topcodes).

Summary income figures on the person, family, and household records are simple sums of the components
shown on the file after topcoding, and are not independently topcoded. Thus, a person with high income
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from several sources (jobs, businesses, property) could have aggregate monthly income well over the
topcode for each source. Families and households with a number of high income members could
theoretically have aggregate income shown well over $150,000, though well below the $1.5 million shown
as the highest allowable value in the data dictionary.

The user is cautioned against trying to make much use of the occasional monthly figures above $12,500,
except in calculating aggregates or observing patterns across the 4-month period for a single individual,
family, or household. Those units with higher monthly amounts shown are a biased sample of high income
units, more likely to include units with income from multiple sources than other units with equally high
aggregate income which comes from a single source.
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GLOSSARY OF SELECTED TERMS

Absent 1 or more weeks. Absent 1 or more weeks means absent without pay from a job or business.
Persons were absent without pay in a month if they were “with a job” during the entire month, but were not
at work at that job during at least 1 full week (Sunday through Saturday) during the month, and did not
receive wages or a salary for any time during that week. Reasons for an unpaid absence include vacation,
illness, layoff, bad weather, labor disputes, and waiting to start a new job.

Family household. A family household is a household maintained by a family; any unrelated persons
(unrelated subfamily members and/or secondary individuals) who may be residing there are included. The
number of family households is equal to the number of families. The count of family household members
differs from the count of family members, however, in that the family household members include all
persons living in the household, whereas family members include only the householder and his/her
relatives.

Family. A family is a group of two or more persons (one of whom is the householder) related by birth,
marriage, or adoption and residing together; all such persons (including related subfamily members) are
considered members of one family.

Farm-nonfarm residence. The farm population refers to rural residents living on farms. Under this
definition, a farm is any place in rural territory from which sales of crops, livestock, and other agricultural
products amounted to $1,000 or more during the previous 12-month period.

Full-time and part-time. The data on full- and part-time workers pertain to the number of hours a person
usually worked per week during the weeks worked in the 4-month reference period of the survey. If the
hours worked per week varied considerably, the respondent was asked to report an approximate average of
the actual hours worked each week.

Persons 16 years old and over who reported usually working 35 or more hours each week during the
weeks they worked are classified as “full-time” workers; persons who reported that they usually worked
fewer than 35 hours are classified as “part-time” workers. The same definitions are used in the CPS.

Household. A household consists of all persons who occupy a housing unit. A house, an apartment or
other group of rooms, or a single room is regarded as a housing unit when it is occupied or intended for
occupancy as separate living quarters; that is, when the occupants do not live and eat with any other
persons in the structure and there is either (1) direct access from the outside or through a common hall or
(2) a kitchen or cooking equipment for the exclusive use of the occupants.

A household includes the related family members and all the unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers,
foster children, wards, or employees who share the housing unit. A person living alone in a housing unit or
a group of unrelated persons sharing a housing unit as partners is also counted as a household. The count
of households excludes group quarters. Examples of group quarters include rooming and boarding houses,
college dormitories, and convents and monasteries.

Householder. Survey procedures call for listing first the person (or one of the persons) in whose name
the home is owed or rented. If the house is owned jointly by a married couple, either the husband or the
wife may be listed first, thereby becoming the reference person, or householder, to whom the relationship
of the other household members is recorded. One person in each household is designated as the
“householder.” The number of householders, therefore, is equal to the number of households.

Layoff. In general, the word “layoff’ means release from a job because of slack work, material shortages,
inventory taking, plant remodeling, installation of machinery, or other similar reasons. For this survey,
persons were also on “layoff’ who did not have job but who responded that they has spent at least 1 week
on layoff from a job and that they were available to accept a job.
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In addition, persons were on “layoff’ in a given month if they were 16 years old or over and (a) were “with a
job” but “absent without pay” from that job for at least 1 full week during that month, and (b) they responded
that their main reason for being absent from their job or business was “layoff.” “On layoff’ also includes a
small number of persons who responded that they were waiting to report to a new wage and salary job that
was to begin within 30 days. In other words, persons waiting to begin a new job are classified together with
persons waiting to return to a job from which they have been laid off.

Looking for work. Persons who “looked for work” in a given month are those who were 16 years old or
over and (a) were without a job during at least 1 week during the month, (b) tried to get work or establish a
business or profession in that week, and (c) were available to accept a job. Examples of jobseeking
activities are (1) registering at a public or private employment office, (2) meeting with prospective
employers, (3) investigating possibilities for starting a professional practice or opening a business, (4)
placing or answering advertisements, (5) writing letters of application, and (6) being on a professional
register.

The CPS uses a similar concept of “looking for work.” The term “unemployed” as used in the CPS includes
persons who were looking for work in the reference week and those who were “on layoff” or “waiting to
begin a new job in 30 days."

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program. Benefits from the Federally funded LIHEAP authorized
by Title XXVI of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981, or comparable assistance provided
through State funded assistance programs, may be received in the form of direct payment to the household
as reimbursement for heating or cooling expenses or paid directly to the fuel dealer or landlord.

Means-tested benefits. The term means-tested benefits refers to programs that require the income or
assets (resources) of the individual or family be below specified guidelines in order to qualify for benefits.
These programs provide cash and noncash assistance to the low-income population.

Medicaid. This term refers to the Federal-State program of medical assistance for low-income individuals
and their families as provided for by Title XIX of the Social Security Act. The phrase “Medicaid covered”
refers to persons enrolled in the Medicaid program, regardless of whether they actually utilized any
Medicaid covered health care services during the survey reference period.

Medicare. This term refers to the Federal Health Insurance Program for the Aged and Disabled as
provided for by Title XVIII of the Social Security Act. The phrase “Medicare covered” refers to persons
enrolled in the Medicare program, regardless of whether they actually utilized any Medicare covered health
care services during the survey reference period.

Monthly income. The monthly income estimates for households are based on the sum of the monthly
income received by each household member age 15 years old or over.

Rebates, refunds, loans, and capital gain or loss amounts from the sale of assets, and interhousehold
transfers of cash such as allowances are not included. Accrued interest on Individual Retirement
Accounts, KEOUGH retirement plans. and U.S. Savings bonds are also excluded. This definition differs
somewhat from that used in the annual income reports based on the March CPS Income supplement
questionnaire. These data, published in the Consumer Income Series, P-60, are based only on income
received in a regular or periodic manner and, therefore, exclude lump-sum or one-time payments such as
inheritances and insurance settlements. The March CPS income definition, however, does exclude the
same income sources excluded by SIPP.

The income amounts represent amounts actually received during the month, before deductions for income
and payroll taxes, union dues, Part B Medicare premiums, etc.



GLOSSARY

The SIPP income definition includes three types of earnings: wages and salary, nonfarm self-employment,
and farm self-employment. The definition of nonfarm self-employment and farm self-employment is not
based on the net difference between gross receipts or sales and operating expenses, depreciation, etc.
The monthly amounts for these income types are based on the salary or other income received from the
business by the owner of the business or farm during the 4-month reference period.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes quarterly averages for an earnings concept called “usual weekly
earnings” for employed wage and salary workers. The concept differs from the SIPP earnings concept
since it is based on usual, not actual earnings, excludes the self-employed, and excludes earnings from
secondary jobs.

While the income amounts from most sources are recorded monthly for the 4-month reference period,
property income amounts, interest, dividends, rental income, etc., were recorded as totals for the 4-month
period. These totals were distributed equally between months of the reference period for purposes of
calculating monthly averages.

Nonfamily household. A nonfamily household is a household maintained by a person living alone or with
nonrelatives only.

Persons of Spanish origin. Persons of Spanish origin were determined on the basis of a question that
asked for self-identification of the person’s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select their
origin (or the origin of some other household member) from a “flash card” listing ethnic origins. Persons of
Spanish origin, in particular, were those who indicated that their origin was Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban,
Central or South American, or some other Spanish origin. It should be noted that persons of Spanish
origin may be of any race.

Population coverage. The estimates are restricted to the civilian noninstitutional population of the 50
States and members of the Armed Forces living off post or with their families on post.

Race. The population is divided into groups on the basis of race: White; Black; American Indian, Eskimo,
or Aleut; Asian or Pacific Islander; and “other races.”

Special Supplemental Food Program for women, Infants, and Children (WIC). Benefits are received
in the form of vouchers that are redeemed at retail stores for specific supplemental nutritious foods.
Eligible low-income recipients are infants and children up to age five and pregnant, postpartum, and
breastfeeding women.

Unemployment compensation. This term refers to cash benefits paid to unemployed workers through a
State or local unemployment agency. These include all benefits paid under the Federal-State
unemployment insurance program as established under the Social Security Act, as well as those benefits
paid to State and local government employees, Federal civilian employees, and veterans.

With a Job. Persons are classified “with a job” in a given month if they were 16 years old or over and,
during the month, either (a) worked as paid employees or worked in their own business or profession or on
their own farm or worked without pay in a family business or farm or (b) were temporarily absent from work
either with or without pay. In general, the word “job” implies an arrangement for regular work for pay where
payment is in cash wages or salaries, at piece rates, in tips, by commission, or in kind (meals, living
quarters, supplies received). “Job” also includes self-employment at a business, professional practice, or
farm. A business is defined as an activity which involves the use of machinery or equipment in which
money has been invested or an activity requiring an office or “place of business” or an activity which
requires advertising; payment may be in the form of profits or fees.
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The Current Population Survey (CPS), the official source of labor force statistics for the Nation, uses the
same definition for a job or business. The term “with a job,” however, should not be confused with the term
“‘employed” as used in the CPS. “With a job” includes those who were temporarily absent from a job
because of layoff and those waiting to begin a new job In 30 days; in the CPS these persons are not
considered “employed.” See “Worked each week” below.

With labor force activity. The term “with labor force activity” includes all persons with a job (as defined
above) and those looking for work or on layoff from a job for at least 1 week during a given month.
Conversely, those persons “with no labor force activity” had no job, were not on layoff from a job and made
no effort to find a job during the month.

Work disability. Persons were classified as having a work disability if they were identified by the
respondent as having a physical, mental, or other health condition that limits the kind or amount of work
they can do.

Worked each week. Persons “worked each week” in a month if, for the entire month, they were “with a
job” and not “absent without pay” from the job. In other words, a person worked each week in any month
when they were (a) on the job the entire month, or (b) they received wages or a salary for all weeks in the
month, whether they were on the job or not. Persons also worked each week if they were self-employed
and spent time during each week of the month at or on behalf of the business or farm they owned, as long
as they received or expected to receive profit or fees for their work.

In the CPS, the concept at “work” includes those persons who spent at least 1 hour during the reference
week at their job or business. In the CPS, however, “at work” does not include persons who were
temporarily absent from their jobs during the entire reference week on paid vacation, sick leave, etc. In
SIPP, “worked each week” does include persons on paid absences.



INDEX TO 1996 WAVE 5 CORE MICRODATA FILES

Key to Concept Labels

AF - Armed Forces Variables
AS - Asset Variables

BS - Business Variables

ED - Education Variables

FA - Family Variables

Gl - General Income Variables
HH - Household Variables

HI - Health Insurance Variables
JB - Job Variables

LF - Labor Force Variables

PE - Person, Demographic, and Coverage Variables
SF - Subfamily Variables

SU - Sample Unit Variables
WW - Weighting Variables

Description Variable Position
AF: ... Allocation flag for EAFEVER ......oooiiiiiiii e AAFEVER ........cccccoi. 540 - 540
AF: ... Allocation flag for EAFNOW .........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeveeeeennenees AAFNOW ...................... 537 - 537
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AS: ... Allocation flag for ESANYCHK ... ASANYCHK .............. 2026 - 2026
AS: ... Allocation flag for ESOTHDIV ......ocuuiiiiiiiiiee e ASOTHDIV ............... 2041 - 2041
AS: ... Allocation flag for ESVUJT ...oooiiiiiiiiie e ASVIT o, 1900 - 1900
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AS: ... Amount of other income from financial investments .............cccccccceois TRNDUPZ2 ................. 1866 - 1871
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AS: ... Dividend check for jointly or solely held stocks ............cccoeeeiiiiiie . ESANYCHK .............. 2024 - 2025
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AS: ... U.S. governement savings bonds owned ...........ccccocoeiiiiiiiiinniiiinenninenn. EAST1A .., 1755 - 1756
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BS: ...... Allocation flag for EGRSSBT .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiee e AGRSSB1 ........c....... 1044 - 1044
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BS: ...... Date operation of business ended ..........ccccciiiiiiiiiiii e TEBDATE1 ............... 1024 - 1031
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BS: ...... Type Of ProprietorShip ........eeeiiiie e EPROPB1 ................. 1051 - 1052
BS: ...... Type Of ProprietorShip ........eeeiiiie e EPROPB2 ................. 1135- 1136
BS: ...... Usual hours worked per WeeK .........ccoeeveviiiiiiiiiiiee e, EHRSBS1 ......cooee. 1036 - 1037
BS: ...... Usual hours worked per WeeK .........ccoeeveviiiiiiiiiiiee e, EHRSBS2 ................. 1120 - 1121
ED: ...... Allocation flag for EASSTOT-EASST 11 ..eeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieee e AEDASST ... 782 - 782
ED: ...... Allocation flag for EEDFUND .......ooooiiiiiiiiiie e AEDFUND .......cccccceeennn. 761 - 761
ED: ...... Allocation flag for EEDUCATE ........viiiiiiiiiee et AEDUCATE ......cccceennee. 785 - 785
ED: ...... Allocation flag for EENLEVEL ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiie e AENLEVEL ........cccc....... 758 - 758
ED: ...... Allocation flag for EENRLM .......oooiiiiiiiiieee e AENRLM ..., 753 - 753
ED: ...... Allocation flag for RENROLL ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e ARENROLL ......ccccceennn. 750 - 750
ED: ...... Assistance from college (or fed) work study program .............cccccccvvvnnnne EASSTO3 ..o 764 - 765
ED: ...... Educational assistance ...........ccueeeiiiiiiiiiii EEDFUND .......cccccceeennn. 759 - 760
ED: ...... Employer provided educational assistance ..............cccccceeiiiii. EASST10 ..o 778 -779
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Description Variable Position
ED: ...... Enrolled Full/Part sometime during 4 month period ...............cooeeeeeeeenn. RENROLL ........ovvvvvvenes 748 - 749
ED: ...... Enroliment status in this month ... EENRLM ..., 751 -752
ED: ...... Federal Pell Grant ..........ooooo i EASSTO1 ..., 762 - 763
ED: ...... Full period enrollment status ... RENRLMA ... 754 - 755
ED: ...... Grant, Scholarship, or Tuition remission from school ............ccccccceeeeee.. EASSTO6 ......oovvvvevvienes 770 -771
ED: ...... Grant/Scholarship from other source ...........cccccovvviiiiiiie EASSTO9 ....oovvvvveveiienes 776 -777
ED: ...... Grant/Scholarship from the state (SSIGP, etC.) .......cccccceiiiiiiiiiiieee EASSTO8 ......cccevvveeenns 774 -775
ED: ...... Highest Degree received or grade completed ............ccccceeiiiiiiiiiinecinnnns EEDUCATE .......cccceene 783 - 784
ED: ...... Level or grade enrolled .........coooeeeiiiiii i, EENLEVEL ........ccovvuee. 756 - 757
ED: ...... Loan that has to be repaid (Stafford, Perkins, SLS) .............ceoeeeieeeeenen. EASSTO5 ....oovvevvieiviies 768 - 769
ED: ...... Other Federal Grant or Program; e.g., SEOG, ROTC .........cccccevivieeennnnn EASSTO4 .....cccceviiieene 766 - 767
ED: ...... Other Financial Aid excl. aid from parents, trust,etc ........ccccccooeiiiene.. EASST11 .. 780 - 781
ED: ...... Teaching or Research Assistantship from the school ...........cccccoeeeeee. EASSTO7 ..o 772-773
FA: ... Change in family composition from previous month ..............cccccoeeeeee. RFCHANGE .................. 268 - 268
FA: ... Family ID Number for this month ..........cocoiiii, RFEID .o 250 - 252
FA: ... Family ID excluding related subfamily members .............ccccciniiiinnnnn. RFID2 ..o 253 - 255
FA: ... Family distributions from pension plans ...........ccccceeeiiii e, TFPNDIST ... 331-337
FA: ... Family retirement lump sum payments ..........cccceeeeeiiiii e, TFLUMPSM ................. 338 - 345
FA: ... Kind of family (or pseudo-family) ........cccooceiiiiiiiiie e EFKIND .....cooviiiiieen 269 - 270
FA: ... Low income cutoff for this family ..........ccoceiiiiiiii, TFPOV .o 326 - 330
FA: ... Number of Social Security recipients in family ...............c.ccccoeeeeei. RFNSSR ....oovvviiiieiiiiiens 277 - 278
FA: ... Number of own children in family ...........cccooeoeiii RFOWNKID .......cccceeeee 273 - 274
FA: ... Number of own children under 18 in family ..........cccccooiiiiiiini, RFOKLT18 ....oeeiiiiieennes 275 - 276
FA: ... Number of persons in this family or pseudo family ...........cccccoviiiiinnnen. EFNP 256 - 257
FA: ... Person number of spouse of family ref. person ...............c.oeeeiiiii. EFSPOUSE ................... 262 - 265
FA: ... Person number of the family reference person ............cccccoeeeiiieeee. EFREFPER .......ccccue.. 258 - 261
FA: ... Related or unrelated subfamily ID Number for this month ....................... RSID .o 382 - 384
FA: ... Total 'other' family income for this month .............cccci TFOTHINC ......ccveeeee 311-317
FA: ... Total Family Aid to Families w/Dependent Children ..........cccccoevvvvveveeenn. TFAFDC .........ccooee. 370 - 375
FA: ... Total Family Food Stamps Received Recode ..........ccoovvvvvvvvviiiviiiiinnnnnnn. TFFDSTP ...ccoeveeeee 376 - 381
FA: ... Total Family Social Security Income Recode ...........cocceeeiviiiieiniieeenne TFSOCSEC .......cccecnnee. 346 - 351
FA: ... Total Family Supplemental Security Income Recode .............cccoccveeennee TESSI i 352 - 357
FA: ... Total Family Unemployment Income Recode ........cccoovvvvvivvviiiiiiieinnnnnnn. TFUNEMP ..................... 358 - 363
FA: ... Total Family Veterans Payments Recode ........ccccccvvvvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiienccee, TFVETS ... 364 - 369
FA: ... Total family earned income for this month .............ccccoiii TFEARN ..., 289 - 295
FA: ... Total family income for this month .........cccocii i TFTOTINC .